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Soundings is a monthly newsletter for members of the North Bay Yacht Club.
Issues are sent to all members during the first half of the month by email. To contact 
the editor, please send an email to nbycsoundings@nbyc.ca 

Our Grounds Look Great

We are hearing very complimentary comments from so many people. Everyone who 
struggles to keep their flowers and garden alive during this record hot summer 
appreciates the effort required to do so. With that in mind we want to give a hearty 
"Well Done" to Gail Geddes-Bell,  Colleen Scanlan, and our student worker Keegan 
Smith, who all play a part in making our club property such a pleasant place to relax 
and unwind.

Notable  Quotes.

 "I never blame myself when I'm not hitting. I just blame the bat and if it keeps up, I 
change bats."

YOGI BERRA

 "The easiest way to solve a problem is to deny it exists."
ISAAC ASIMOV,



NBYC Executive

Commodore  Michel Mino

1st Vice Commodore  Ken Robinson  

2nd Vice Commodore             Ron Tambeau

Rear Commodore Grounds  Open

Sailing Commodore Racing  Chris Fulton

Executive Officer Clubhouse  Cory Boyer

Acting Harbour Master  Ken Smith

Treasurer  Gail Halford

Membership           Bernie Moseley-Williams

Secretary  Open

Reminder
You can send an email directly to all of the Execu ve with one click.

nbyc.execu ve@gmail.com
Don't be shy. 

Let us know of your concerns, ideas and sugges ons.
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Annual Meeting

Although it seems far off in the future, our Annual Meeting is only a little over three 
months away in October. The Ontario government is permitting a meeting date delay 
to be legally implemented regardless of the articles and rules of the corporation.
However, your Executive would prefer that we not delay either the Nomination Process 
in September, or the Annual Meeting in October as it is still very unclear when the 
Covid-19 Pandemic might be resolved, which could lead to even further delays. We 
believe suitable processes can be implemented that will keep members safe and allow 
everyone's voice to be heard, resulting in an open and fair Nomination Process, and a 
secure and accurate Voting System for elections as well as providing future Executives 
the means to conduct important votes on Motions with the active participation of all 
voting members. 
Please read the proposed processes we have provided carefully, so that you may help 
us move our club towards a sustainable future.

REMINDER

Launch Ramp Warning Marks.

Drop Off Starts Here.

Keep Trailer Wheels Ahead Of 
These Marks

nbyc.executive@gmail.com
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Important Notices

 Annual Meetings and Elections.

Article 6, (c) of our constitution states---- "The Executive Committee shall hold office 
for a period of one year or until the next Annual Meeting." The AGM is only three 
months away so a solution must be found that will allow all voting members an 
opportunity to nominate people for executive positions, and vote in the election of 
officers for 2021, in the event we are unable to hold our regular Annual Meeting by 
having members attend in person. Failure to elect the officers for 2021 will lead to a 
complete stagnation of club business and decision making, so this issue is now a top 
priority.
Considering that the Covid-19 Pandemic does not appear to be going away anytime 
soon, an alternative solution to "in person" meetings must be found to allow members 
to select the executive committee of their choice for the following year. 
A Virtual Meeting is not a practical alternative for Annual Meetings as not all 
members, have the available technology to participate in "Virtual Meetings" or feel 
comfortable doing so, and a large meeting of over potentially 90 members would be 
almost impossible to moderate successfully and would likely have many connectivity 
issues depending on members local internet capabilities. 

However, all Voting Members have email addresses, making email the dominant and 
preferred means of communication within the club. The current executive therefore 
proposes that we do not attempt to hold a "Virtual" Annual Meeting, opting instead to 
directly include all voting members in the Nomination and Election process utilizing 
email and our tested email voting system. 

We wish to address some minor changes required in the articles of our constitution, as 
articulated in the processes we have identified, and have a solid majority of members 
vote to approve these motions. As you know, 2/3 of the members who vote, must 
vote in the affirmative to affect any changes to the Articles of our Constitution.

Motions will be sent to all voting members by email, to modify certain articles of the 
Constitution to permit "Virtual Meetings", a slightly modified "Nomination Process" 
and "Email Voting". Embedding this within the Constitution, should eliminate reliance 
on temporary government approvals to do so, and future executives can hold regular 
virtual meetings; put motions before 100% of the membership and have them vote 
whether they have the ability to attend meetings or not, as may be dictated by 
circumstance at that time. 
Once the process has been approved by the membership, we can then move forward 
with the September "Nominations" and the October Elections. Please review Pages 5 
and 6 below for a description of the process we anticipate using if approved.

Page 7 contains Draft versions of the Motions which the executive plan to email to 
voting members July 19th 2020.

Page 8 contains an example of an Email Ballot that will be sent to members.



Proposed Changes To The Nomination and Election Process 

The current nomination process (Article 11) already requires written communication 
between the Nominating Committee and persons putting forward the name of 
Nominees, so that will remain the same. The two areas that need to be addressed are:

1)   The Nomination Process requires a means for nominees in a contested position to 
present their credentials prior to a secret ballot. See Article 11 (g). 
2)   The Election of Nominees requires members to vote in person by secret ballot, and 
after counting the ballots, they are destroyed.

The proposed process changes to Article 11 are:

1) Nominees who wish to present their credentials to members for consideration may 
submit them to the Nominations Committee to be attached to the List of Nominees sent 
to voting members. 

2)  5. In the event an election is held by electronic means or using email, the Email 
Ballots will be sent to all Voting Members three days prior to the date of the Election. 
Members must return their ballots by midnight Election Day by replying to the "Ballot" 
email with their vote for the nominee of their choice for each position, the choices 
being "Yea"; Nay" or "Abstain".  The three vote tabulators will count the votes and the 
results will be emailed to all members within 3 days. The returned Ballot emails from 
members will then be deleted. The persons selected to tabulate the votes for the 
election of officers, will not be from the current executive, but volunteer members 
selected from the membership at large (by the Commodore and Past Commodore), 
whose names will be indicated on the results email sent to members
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Virtual Meetings

An addition to Article 15 "Meetings" is required to permit future executives to hold 
"Virtual Meetings" regardless of government temporary approvals. A new Item (g) is 
proposed to achieve this.

(g) Meetings may be held at the discretion of the executive three different ways. In 
person, a "Virtual Meeting" using current technology, or a Hybrid Meeting with 
members physically in attendance and by electronic means simultaneously. Votes by 
members in attendance by electronic means have the same validity as votes in a 
meeting where the members attends in person.
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Email Voting

An Email Voting System has been created and tested which will enable all members to 
have a voice in the affairs of NBYC. The following is that process: 

Any Motions that require ratification by the membership will originate by email from 
nbyc.vote@gmail.com

Step 1:  When a member receives a Motion ("Motion Email"), it will be accompanied by 
any other pertinent information the executive feel may be beneficial in assisting 
members in their decision. 

Step 2:  The member may reply to that email with Questions or Comments within a 5 
day period.

Step 3:  The executive will review all those replies, and respond to all members within 
5 days in a blanket email that lists the Questions and Comments along with the name 
of the members who created them, and a reply to any of the questions.

Step 4:  If the executive determine that the original Motion should be modified, Steps 1 
to 3 will be repeated with the revised Motion, otherwise the process will move on to 
Step 5.

Step 5:  A "Ballot Email" will be sent to all voting members along with voting 
instructions, who will be given 3 days to reply with either:  "Yea"; "Nay" or "Abstain" 
typed into the body of the email. Members must use the "Reply" function and may not 
send a separate email direct to nbyc.vote@gmail.com as only reply's will be counted. 

Step 6:  The "Ballot Emails" will be counted by the tabulators chosen from within the 
executive, and results sent to members by email. The names of members and how 
they voted will not be sent to all members and the "Ballot Emails" will be deleted. In 
the case of voting for nominees to executive positions, the vote tabulators will be 
chosen from volunteers within the membership. 

Step 7:  The motion and results of the vote will be kept in the club files by the 
Secretary and published in Soundings.

Article 13 (g) would be modified to read:

(g)  Each Membership shall be entitled to one vote only, to be cast either in person at 
meetings, or when registered as in attendance at a virtual meetings, or by email 
voting, providing he or she is in good standing.
The Commodore, in addition to his original vote, shall have a casting vote, and shall be 
an ex-official member of all standing committees.



Notice of Motion.

To approve that the following change will be made to Article 13 Membership (g) 

  ( g) Each  Membership  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  only,   to  be  cast  either 

in  person  at  meetings,   or  when  registered  as   in  attendance  at  a  virtual 

meetings,   or  by  email  voting,   providing  he  or  she  is   in  good  standing.

The  Commodore,   in  addition  to  his  original  vote,   shall  have  a  casting 

vote,   and  shall  be  an  exofficial  member  of  all  standing  committees.

Notice of Motion.

To approve the following changes to Article 11, Elections
Nominations

(g) Nominees  who  wish  to  present  their  credentials  to  members  for 
consideration  may  submit  them  to  be  attached  to  the  List  of  Nominees  sent 

to  voting  members.

To approve the following addition to Article 11, Elections
Election Process

5.   In  the  event  an  election  is   held  by  electronic  means  or  using  email,    

the  Email  Ballots  will  be  sent  to  all  Voting  Members  three  days  prior  to 

the  date  of  the  Election.   Members  must  return  their  ballots  by  midnight 

Election  Day  by  replying  to  the  " Ballot"   email  with  their  vote  for  the 

nominee  of  their  choice  for  each  position,   the  choices  being  " Yea" ;   Nay"  

or  " Abstain" .     The  three  vote  tabulators  will  count  the  votes  and  the 

results  will  be  emailed  to  all  members  within  3   days.   The  returned  Ballot 

emails  from  members  will  then  be  deleted.   The  persons  selected  to 

tabulate  the  votes  for  the  election  of  officers,   will  not  be  from  the 

current  executive,   but  volunteer  members  selected  from  the  membership  at 

large  ( by  the  Commodore  and  Past  Commodore) ,   whose  names  will  be 

indicated  on  the  results  email  sent  to  members

Notice of Motion.

To approve that the following addition be made to Article 15, Meetings

(g) Meetings  may  be  held  at  the  discretion  of  the  executive  3   different 

ways.   In  person,   a  " Virtual  Meeting"   using  current  technology,   or  a 

Hybrid  Meeting  with  members  physically  in  attendance  and  by  electronic 

means  simultaneously.   Voting  results  by  members  in  attendance  by 

electronic  means  have  the  same  validity  as   votes  in  a  meeting  where  the 

members  attends  in  person.
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Email Ballot Example

NBYC Online Vote Ballot 
From Executive nbyc <nbyc.vote@gmail.com>
To All Voting Members
Date 23.06.2020 16:24

Notice of Motion - Nomination of Ken Smith as Harbour Master

That Ken Smith be approved as Harbour Master of the North Bay Yacht Club
until the next regular election.

You have received this email ballot because you are a full member of the
NBYC or an Honorary Member.  Online voting will take place from June 22
until June 25 at 9 am. If you have received this email in error, please
contact Bernie Moseley-Williams (berniemw@gmail.com) Please note, you may
only vote once.  Do not forward this email to anyone.

Instructions

To vote, you must Reply to this email and type in one of the following:

Yea (in favour of the motion)

Nay (against the motion)

Abstain

Membership

New Members
NBYC welcomes Brian McLean and Liam Rolfe as full members to the club.  Brian has 
purchased Pei Hu and is an experienced sailor from Sundridge.  Liam will be dry sailing 
a Laser and helping crew with his father Tom.  Thanks goes to Dave Britton and Ken 
Cork for sponsoring Brian McLean, while Liam is sponsored by last year's Co-Sailor of 
the Year Award Winners -- Stu Murray and Brian Vidal.

Bernie Mosley-Williams
Membership



SOUNDINGS TREASURER’S REPORT
FOR JULY, 2020

Hello everyone:  My report for the period January 1 to June 30, 2020 is as follows:

Revenue as of June 30, 2020 $70,098.09
Expenses as of June 30, 2020 $22,642.41
Net Income $47,455.68

Bank Balance as of June 30, 2020 $74,514.12

Reserve Funds:
Haul Out/Launch $ 5,387.12
Clubhouse $    211.37

Following is the Income vs. Actual Report for period ending June 30, 2020.  

Hope you are enjoying this amazingly hot summer and remember that if you have any 
questions for me do not hesitate to contact me through email at 
nbyc.executive@gmail.com. 

Gail Halford
Treasurer

Clubhouse Report
Thanks to the wonderful efforts of many members, the 
upstairs floor has been sanded and the finishing coats 
will soon be applied. A big thank you to our volunteers: 
Kenny Robinson, Trevor Halford, Kelly and Martin 
Lachapelle, Peter Lecour, John Holmes, Brenda Walsh, 
Cathy Rennie, and Stephen Glass. A special thanks 
goes out to Ken Smith for organizing the sander and 
spending hours helping out.
A water test was conducted this month and the results 
came back – pure water!  
Thank you for supporting the club and purchasing your 
ice with us. 
We have gone through two freezers full and they have 
now been replenished. Remember to record the ice you 
use on the sheets provided.
The lower Club House remains open for your 
convenience. The upper floor remains closed.
Hope you are all enjoying the summer and getting out 
on the water.

Cory Boyer Club House Executive
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Cruising

Good News, Stage 3 will arrive Friday July 17th.

The Chaudiere Lodge has confirmed they will be able to serve us Dinner inside. So it is 
the same as last year, Friday night August 7 at Twilight Bay for a Fish Fry and Saturday 
August 8 to the Chaudiere Lodge for Dinner.
There will be a signup sheet at the back entrance of the clubhouse, so please sign up 
if you wish to attend. 

Ron Tambeau
Cruising

Blue-green algae confirmed in Callander Bay

A harmful algae bloom — also known as blue-green algae — has been found in 
Callander Bay.
The North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit confirmed the presence of the 
cyanobacteria Tuesday. A bloom also has been confirmed in Lake Bernard in 
Sundridge. Species of the algae, capable of producing toxins that can irritate the skin 
and, if swallowed, cause diarrhea and vomiting, were confirmed by the laboratory of 
the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks.

“Residents of Callander Bay and Lake Bernard may be affected depending on their 
closeness to the algae bloom, the size of the lake, wind direction, water flow, and 
other environmental conditions that cannot be predicted or controlled,” the health 
unit said in a media release.
“Due to the many factors involved, government authorities are unable to determine 
where and when there are no toxins. Users are advised to exercise their judgment 
before using the water.”
The health unit notes that it has not closed the beaches but is advising individuals 
that they need to take caution in the area. Cyanobacteria, also called harmful algae, 
blue-green algae or “pond scum,” is not really algae but tiny bacteria, the health unit 
states. Although usually hard to see, the algae can grow rapidly to form a large mass, 
called a bloom, during hot weather.
“Blooms continually change and are difficult to predict. Wind, temperature or sunlight 
could change where the bloom is located in the water. Dense harmful algae blooms 
may make the water look bluish-green, or like green pea soup or turquoise paint. Very 
dense blooms may form solid-looking clumps,” the health unit says.
“Fresh blooms often smell like newly mown grass, while older blooms may smell like 
rotting garbage. Even when a bloom has disappeared, toxins can persist in water 
bodies for a period of time. Long-term toxin exposure at high levels may cause liver 
and nervous system damage.”
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NBYC Members: Stewards of our Sensitive Lakes and Rivers

It’s is easy to assume that the waste from one sailing yacht is not substantial enough 
to have a negative effect on the environment, however, the collective impact can 
cause significant damage to our lakes and rivers.
Graywater is the untreated water from your onboard sinks, showers, washing machine, 
dishwasher and the wastewater from cleaning your boat with detergents, soaps and 
bleaches. It’s a major polluter of the marine environment, especially in ports and 
coastal areas.
How does graywater affect aquatic environments?
Similarly to blackwater (sewage discharge), when graywater enters the aquatic 
environment, the associated chemical nutrients decompose in the water leading to less 
available oxygen for aquatic life. This influx of nutrients also promotes rapid algal 
growth, a process called eutrophication. Overrun by algae, ecosystems are eventually 
depleted of oxygen, causing fish, shellfish and other aquatic life to suffocate, resulting 
in dead zones. 
How can you reduce the impact of graywater?
    • Never dump oil or grease into the lake. Allow grease to solidify then put in a sealed 
container for disposal later
    • Consider washing your dishes with hot water and no soap. Contrary to popular 
belief, biodegradable detergents remain in an aquatic environment  for a long time 
causing damage. Dish soap poured onto the earth 100 metres from the water will filter 
the soap.
    • Research cleaners before you buy them. 
    • Use sink strainers to catch food waste and solid particles, and dispose of them in 
the garbage.
    • Whenever possible, use shoreside facilities for showering, laundry, dishwashing, 
etc.

Those who live near where a bloom has been detected or is visible are advised of the 
following:

    Do not use the water. This includes drinking, cooking, bathing, and brushing teeth. 
Note: Using a private water system or boiling the water will not destroy the toxins.
    Do not swim and avoid water sports when a bloom is present.
    If skin contact does occur, wash with soap and water then rinse thoroughly with 
clean water to remove algae.
    Limit the amount of fish flesh you eat. Some toxins can build up in fish and shellfish. 
Do not eat the liver, kidneys and other organs. Be careful not to cut the organs when 
filleting.

Information on harmful algae can be found at myhealthunit.ca/algae or by calling the 
health unit at 705-474-1400 ext. 5400 or 1-800-563-2808.

Source...North Bay Nuggett
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  • Try water-only wash downs. Often times they can do the trick when cleaning your 
boat.

Many cleaning products are harmful to aquatic life, water quality and the overall 
ecosystem. Some chemicals damage fish tissues, while others create nutrient 
imbalances leading to algal blooms. Whether you clean your boat on land or in the 
water, the choice of product that you use is important. Research your cleaners
Manufacturers of chemical products are not required to list ingredients on their 
containers or make them public, so it’s important to take the time to do your research 
before you purchase a cleaning product. Labels on cleaners can be confusing and 
words like “natural”, “non-toxic”, “organic” or “biodegradable” are misleading because 
there is no regulation of the words’ use. Which eco-friendly cleaners are best for your 
boat?

BoatU.S. Foundation tested 20 different “green” boat soaps to see if the products lived 
up to their environmental claims while still cleaning a vessel effectively. Interestingly, 
they found that the "greeness" of a cleaner did not impact its ability to clean.
Based on their research and weighing all the factors (cleaning, performance, toxicity 
and biodegradability), here are the top products:
1. Thetford Marine Boat Wash
2. Concrobium XT Eco-Wash
3. Meguiar’s Mirror Glaze Boat Gel Wash
4. Shurhold’s Yacht Brite Wash
Here are some alternate cleaning recommendations. Remember that even these 
products should not be washed into the marine environment.
Which eco-friendly cleaners are best for below deck?
You can use the same environmentally friendly products that you use in your 
household. Here are some companies that produce eco-friendly cleaning products:
    • BioKleen
    • Bon Ami
    • Ecover
    • PureGreen24
    • Seventh Generation

Good Neighbours

Just a friendly reminder to tie down your halyards before you leave your boat. Our 
neighbours and other members who are tying to sleep will appreciate the quiet.


