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General Meetings
Covid 19 numbers are going up locally, so General Meetings have been cancelled 
until at least March of 2021.
At that time the situation will be re-assessed, and if risks have decreased we can 
reconsider and return to In-Person meetings once again. Virtual meetings have 
proven to be difficult for many members due to poor internet connectivity. If that 
situation improves we can try that alternative.
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Important Notices

Christmas Star

As 2020 comes to a close, the solar 
system has decided to grace us with a 
cosmic Christmas miracle that hasn't 
been witnessed in nearly 800 years. On 
Dec. 21 (aka the December solstice), 
Jupiter and Saturn will align so closely 
in the night sky that they'll almost 
appear to collide from our vantage 
point here on Earth, creating a radiant 
point of light often referred to as the 
"Star of Bethlehem" or the "Christmas 
Star." 

A New Year will bring a Fresh Start

The January 2021 Edition of Soundings will have a new look.
I am pleased to announce that Jill Faulkner will be resuming her role as Editor. 
Jill is no stranger to this position and I am confident Soundings will be in good hands 
once again.

I want to thank everyone for their support during my time as "Caretaker" of Soundings.
Ken Robinson.
1st Vice Commodore
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Radio Controlled Sailboat Racing at NBYC

We wish to gauge potential interest in a Radio Controlled Sailboat Racing Program for the North Bay Yacht 

Club. A fun activity for any member, whether they are racers, cruisers, veteran sailors, young sailors, non 

sailors or learning sailors. 

Highlights:

- Could provide a new fun activity for club members.

-Low cost entry. (boats are $269 Canadian)

- Anybody can participate and enjoy the sport/hobby.

- Boats are easy to sail and provide many features of full scale sailing.

- Boat tuning, race tactics, and boat handling are a big part of the sport.

- Racing program can be setup to conform to all Covid-19 requirements.

The Boats: - DragonForce 65. 

- Best selling Radio Controlled Sailboat in the world.

- Well proven design, providing a strong foundation for the activity.

- Lots of support info for the boats – tuning guides, clubs, memberships.

- Some assembly is required. (we found 3 partial days required)

- Having built 2 boats, we have a few helpful tips for their assembly.

The Program: - Spring Series, Summer Series, Fall Series. (2 months each) (Proposed only)

- One regatta each week – 6 races (5 minutes each approx.) Best 4 count.

- Courses have start line, 1 min prestart, upwind/downwind legs (100 to 200 ft)

- Races will be held in, or near harbour area. (Marks are portable/removable)

- Weekly Regatta results will count for series score.

- No need to be there for all regattas. (We will use high score, not low)

- Gentleman rules till we get better at the sport. 

- Suggest winning score and participation recognition at end of season. 

- Suggest learning and info sessions through the year.  

Interested members please contact:

- Ross Jamieson: 705 358 4657, e-mail: -jamiesondesignstudio@hotmail.com

-Ian Jamieson e-mail: Ivjam@yahoo.ca 

More Information is also available at: - Canadian Radio Yachting Association (CRYA):  https://crya.ca/df65/

- Hobby Shop where we bought boats - BC Can.:  burnabyhobbies.net 

Let’s go racing...it’s a lot of fun!!https://www.rchobbiesoutlet.com/joysway-dragonforce-65-version-6-rc-

sailboat-yacht-rtr-df65-8815/
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Executive Highlights

    1. Received invoice from Mammoet for haul out. Club paid $4,974.83 including tax. 
Reserve fund for haul out and launch has been increased by $636.07 and currently 
stands at $6,373.19. Still waiting for a bill from Eagle Tree Services.

    2. All permits related to dredging were approved. See special report in this 
Soundings issue for further project details. Note: dredging costs were built into 
budget.

    3. Chain on ramp – lock issue has been resolved after reviewing minutes from past 
general meetings. There was no official record of a particular lock type; therefore, the 
Harbour Master will decide what best serves the Club. Also, chain should be relocated 
as it is currently too low. Two lights are to be installed at both sides of the chain for 
safety. These chain-related items will be completed next spring.

    4. Looking into setting up/acquiring a club-owned laptop with appropriate software 
for the club secretary’s use. Currently assessing club-owned equipment for suitability.

    5. Started discussions into resurrecting the Club historian role.

    6. Jonathan and Martha Musicco were approved as new members and are the new 
proud owners of Last Shot, which is a 33’ 11” Beneteau.

Christmas Fund and Park Donations.
As we are not having a Christmas Party and auction this 
year, the club will be making a donation on behalf of 
members to the following worthy causes.

$250.00 to the Callander Christmas Cheer.

$250.00 to the Hector Lavigne Centennial Park 
Beautification Project in the Municipality of Callander.



A Message From Our Commodore

What a year it has been. When we think back to this time last year who could have 
imagined the year 2020 changing the world so quickly and drastically. 
The change was fraught with loss of life, fear of the unknown, economic loss, social 
isolation, travel and social restrictions of all sorts.
It has been a struggle for all of us as we strive to adapt and respond to the new 
realities we each face in our daily lives.  
For the first time that I know of, we have been forced to cancel all our normal club 
social activities.

Here is one for the record, for the first time ever, no booze sold in the club all year....lol

It hasn’t been all bad. It has provided time to reflect on what is important in our lives, 
to appreciate the things we have taken for granted for so long. It’s human nature to not 
fully appreciate what we have until its taken from us. 
I for one, have a much deeper appreciation for family and friends, for social gatherings, 
travel, eating out, live entertainment.
 
I not only know, but can feel,  how lucky we are to wake up each day on the right side 
of the grass,  living where are, with ample food and comfort in a safe part of the world.
We are not out of the woods yet. But there is light at the end of the tunnel. Vaccines are 
in production and are within reach. 

Even during the provincial state of emergency we were successful in launching our 
boats within the pandemic safety protocols.  Enjoyed some fun times in the French 
River. Made improvements to the club house, the yard, septic tank.  Increased our 
membership with some great new members. 
We even managed to continue with the new dock project to maximize the available 
slippage of our harbour. The old dilapidated pile dock was removed and dredging 
completed. Congratulations and a big thank you to the 2020 executives, the harbour 
dock and launch/haul-out committees and all the  volunteers for a successful job well 
done.  

This year, I witnessed the most changes in boat ownership on record, several switching 
hands as we were moving them through the air at launch. It was crazy, one minute 
several boats where going to stay on the hard, next thing we were launching them. 
More of 2020 craziness.

Who knows what 2021 has in store for us. One thing we can count on, it will not be 
dull. :)

Stay safe and healthy

Merry Christmas to all 

Michel    Commodore
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

SOUNDINGS TREASURER'S REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2020

Hello and Season's Greetings to you all.....
2020 is coming to a close. Whew! In early January I will be sending out invoices for the 
2021 season.
I will email these out as we have done in the past. It would be greatly appreciated if 
you could ensure that we have your most current contact information (mailing address, 
email addresses and phone numbers). Also please advise if you anticipate any changes 
in the traditional fees that you have paid in the past i.e. slip fees, storage fees, change 
in membership status, etc. Any changes can be emailed to: treasurer@nbyc.ca. It 
would be appreciated very much if you could send any changes asap.
I will outline in the covering email that have the invoice attached the information for 
paying by e-transfer.
You will note that the Reserve Fund for Haul Out/Launch as been updated. The 
revenues for Haul Out/Launch have been balanced to the expenses for Haul Out/
Launch (see spreadsheet). The revenues were higher by $636.07 and these funds were 
transferred to the Haul Out/Launch Reserve Fund (Balance Sheet).

Revenue as of Nov 30, 2020 $74,463.48
Expenses as of Nov 30, 2020 $55,575.51
Net Income $18,887.97
Bank Balance as of Nov 30/20 $41,188.79

Reserve Funds:
Haul Out/Launch $6,373.19
Clubhouse $211.37

Gail Halford    Treasurer
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Important Emergency email address for 
members.

 
nbyc.execu ve@gmail.com

Notable  Quotes.

The factory of the future will have only two employees, a man and a dog. The man will 
be there to feed the dog. The dog will be there to keep the man from touching the 
equipment.       WARREN G. BENNIS, attributed, Integrative Problem-Solving in a Time of Decadence

The greatest task before civilization at present is to make machines what they ought 
to be, the slaves, instead of the masters of men.      HAVELOCK ELLIS, Morals, Manners, and Men

Membership Report

Hi, as your new Membership person, I would first like to welcome our newest club 
member, Jonathan and Martha Musicco, who are the new owners of Last Shot. They 
live in Sudbury, and I know a few of you have already met Jonathan. As this is his first 
keel boat he is looking forward to some exciting new experiences on Lake Nipissing. I 
know you will all help to make his first full year as easy as possible. 

Also, in case you are unaware,Cathy Rennie and Brenda Walsh have brought you a new 
playmate, a Mirage 29, currently named Breathe Easy. Racers, beware. Cathy is 
particularly happy that she has a wheel.  

On to other stuff. As 2021 bills will soon be sent out, please be sure to update all your 
information, particularly email address, home address, and phone. I am also trying to 
update the clubhouse key list, so if you could send me the number etched in your club 
key or keys I would appreciate it.  (loshea2013@gmail.com) 

Recently the idea came up that it would be nice to have pictures of the members, to 
help us put names to faces. I am easy to recognize as I am the crusty, grey-haired old 
lady who uses a cane and often has cookies to share. Please let me know if you are in 
favour of that or not. Send your comments to the same email address. I think that is all 
for now.
Have the best Christmas you can. 
The New Year will be better. 
See you around the Club. 
Lynda O'Shea



Me and the Boys

On Saturday December 5th and again on Tuesday December 8th there was a Harbour work 
party at the Yacht Club. Saturday turned out to be a beautiful day with temperatures in the -4C 
range. The sun decided to make an appearance warming up the driveway in front of the 
Clubhouse creating a warm spot to make many silt booms. The silt boom begins at the seawall, 
follows out on the first finger of pier two, crosses the water and connects along the first finger 
of pier one and back to the seawall. It’s quite an ingenious set up to prevent silt from flowing 
into the harbour designed by our very own John Simmonds. 
We needed the club boat to help install the boom. We were challenged by over an inch of ice 
that required the Ice Breaker “Committee Boat” to plow through it with the help of a sledge 
hammer. Some of the boys took turns pounding the ice until the boat was free.
Meanwhile, another group of volunteers were working on the “Express Dock”. It required cutting 
through some heavy chain and chain sawing through the dock itself so the excavator would be 
able to lift the dock out of the water on the following Tuesday. As equipment broke down it was 
repaired by the very handy Marc Kuzyk who apparently can take apart a chainsaw and put it 
back together and have no parts left over!
It was decided that the material from the dredging would be put in the upper parking lot and 
down the hill towards the shed. Another group worked on installing a silt curtain backed by 
bales of hay to prevent the run off from coming into the parking lot.
Half way through the morning, Michael Nolan showed up with donuts and coffee. What a sight 
watching him serve up this treat from his tailgate. And later he picked up pizza for a lunch 
break. Now during lunch, we sat upstairs in the Clubhouse and were socially distanced, we were 
regaled with stories from years gone by by Stu Murray. He told one story about a sailor at the 
club, Harvey Charters, who built a cement boat in the parking lot. Once finished he had it 
dragged out onto the ice and left it there over the winter hoping it would float come spring. Well 
apparently it did and it was too heavy to lift from the water so there it stayed spending its 
winters laid up against the seawall at the end of Tanzer Row. And word has it he was also an 
Olympic athlete! There are so many stories out there about our club that would be fun to 
capture…maybe we need a new Club Historian.
By 3PM the boom was in the water and the Express dock was ready to be removed. On Tuesday 
the excavator began the process of pulling out the dock which went very smoothly thanks to all 
that preparation. Again there was a 2” sheet of ice on the water but this time we had the 
excavator to help break it up. The piles came out of the water with little effort and by noon the 
dock we have affectionately referred to as “Express Dock” was no more. There is often a certain 
sadness when something we have lived with, looked at, and made good use of ceases to exist. 
That being said, we can look forward to a new dock to replace the old one that really had come 
to the end of its life and didn’t owe anybody anything.
By 1PM on Tuesday all the work was completed. A big heartfelt thanks needs to go to Luc 
Lalonde for taking on this project, organizing the work, and recruiting volunteers. He had help 
from John Simmonds and our Harbour Master Ken Smith. It was a very successful two days and 
a big appreciation goes out to the volunteers that came to help: John Simmonds, Marc Kuzyk, 
Martin Lachapelle, Ian Jamieson, Bernie Mosley-Williams, Mike Colyer, Mike Nolan, Stu Murray, 
Phillipe Tambeau, Peter Lecour, Brian Vidal, Ken Smith, and me Cory Boyer. It was a fun time 
spent with some fine people. 
Written by Cory Boyer
Pictures supplied by Cory Boyer and Phillipe Tambeau
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