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Highlights from Executive Meeting

Despite the fact that the executive is unable to hold face-to-face meetings, we 
continue to work on your behalf by utilizing available technology. Here are the 
highlights from the past executive meeting on May 5, 2020.
    • The Executive decided to begin meeting on a weekly basis as the current situation 
is constantly evolving
    • We are discussing how we may safely launch when the state of emergency is lifted 
and restrictions permit.
    • Creating guidelines for launch day that conform to government restrictions.
    • Create guidelines for the safe use of the mast crane and installing masts while 
maintaining social distancing.
    • Once boats are launched we will develop guidelines for members on club property. 
We are considering whether or not the Clubhouse will open even after launch.
    • We have struck a committee to review our website and suggest upgrades and 
improvements. We are considering having a members’ only login for sensitive 
information.
    • We have struck a committee to investigate how we may carry on club business 
during the pandemic, for example, determining ways in which we may vote online.
    • We have struck a committee to review the Constitution, particularly Article 10, 
and the rules regarding the number of boats members may have in the harbour and 
on the hard.
    • We are currently reviewing our insurance coverage to understand better what 
level of coverage we have.
    • The Club booklet has gone to the printer and will be available in the coming 
weeks.

Calendar of Events

Launch Date --- June ???

NBYC Executive

Commodore  Michel Mino

1st Vice Commodore  Ken Robinson  

2nd Vice Commodore             Ron Tambeau

Rear Commodore Grounds  Open

Sailing Commodore Racing  Chris Fulton

Executive Officer Clubhouse  Cory Boyer

Acting Harbour Master  Ken Smith

Treasurer  Gail Halford

Membership           Bernie Moseley-Williams

Secretary  Open  

Reminder
You can send an email directly to all of the 

Executive with one click.

nbyc.executive@gmail.com

Don't be shy. 
Let us know of your concerns, 

ideas and suggestions.
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Important Notices

Soundings is a monthly newsletter for members of the North Bay Yacht Club.
Monthly issues are sent to all members the first half of the month.
All members receive a copy of Soundings by email. If you are not
receiving yours, please email nbycsoundings@nbyc.ca to have your email
added to the distribution list. 

North Bay Yacht Club Update
Dear Members

The current pandemic situation remains very fluid.

We are still lacking details on how to reopen. It is complicated.

Frenchman’s Bay Marina had a tentative plan to launch on May 11 based on the 
Provincial Government announcement of May 01 but had to cancel once they received 
an interpretation of the guidelines. Owners would not be allowed on their boats or 
docks, the club would be solely responsible for moving boats from the launch area to 
their slip.

The province has extended the emergency order to May 19, and Premier Ford is now 
asking people to not go to their cottage on the May long weekend.

We all want to get out on the water. Especially, when the warm summer weather 
arrives. At some point we will have to evaluate the risk of boating this years versus 
getting infected. 

However we end up proceeding we must find a way to stay safe.

Michel
Commodore

Website Review

The content and structure of the NBYC website is under review, for the purposes of 
enhanced security, and user functionality. There will be an "Under Construction" 
period for the Public site and we will be introducing a password protected "Members 
Only" section with more content and features that this enhanced security allows. 
The overall intent is to improve the viewing experience of the Public Site, while 
securely expanding the content that is exclusive to Members.
If there is a feature or content you would like to see on our website, please let us 
know. All suggestions will be considered and every effort made to include them. 
Please send suggestions to:

nbycsoundings@nbyc.ca
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Conducting Club Business in a Changed World

Like all organizations, bills must be paid; decisions must be made; plans for the future 
need to be developed; and processes created that work in a Pandemic World. Even if 
as we hope, the worst of this initial phase of the pandemic will soon be over, scientists 
are clear that repeat outbreaks are not only possible but likely. It is becoming clear 
that social distancing will likely be with us in one form or another for the foreseable 
future, until a vaccine is found. As an organization we need to address how to deal 
with this new reality, even if things return to normal for a time. We can see that the 
following issues have presented themselves and may do so again in the future:

• The Executive and all sub comittees can no longer meet in person.
• General Meetings cannot be held.
• Official Votes cannot be conducted.

It is becomming clear to the Executive that changes to the Constitution to allow 
normal operation during situations such as we are enduring at the moment, is 
required. To that end consideration is being given to the following methods that may 
allow the club to function during times of emergency lockdown.
The current "Catch 22" situation requires a remedy, in that voting on constitutional 
change cannot currently occur, as a quorum cannot be acheived due to social 
distancing regulations. One solution would be a vote to be held at the next available 
opportunity when a quorum is able to be present, and 2/3rd of the members present 
may vote to approve or reject any proposed amendments. The following amendments 
could be considered:

•  Approve "Virtual Meetings" for Annual, Executive and General Meetings .
•  Approve a secure voting system such as Mail-In Voting, Email Voting, or other types 
of Internet Voting to allow all eligable Voting Members to vote on Motions.

Clear guidlines will be the key to operating in the interest of all club members under 
restricted circumstances, and to that end a comittee will be formed to develop such 
guidlines and processes. 

If it becomes apparant that it is unlikely a quorum can be assembled, a direct mail 
ballot, or email ballot could be employed to resolve the situation for a clearly defined 
temporary interum period, until face to face General Meetings resume. At some point 
this may be the only option, as the club can't go on indefinetly without the ability to 
have the membership approve motions by casting their vote. 
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SOUNDINGS TREASURER’S REPORT

May 5, 2020

Revenue as of April 30, 2020 $62,107.35
Expenses as of April 30, 2020 $10,856.35
Net Income $51,251.00
Bank Balance as of April 30, 2020 $75,020.56

Reserve Funds:
Haul Out/Launch $ 5,387.12
Clubhouse $ 211.37

Clubhouse

The Clubhouse continues to remain closed for the foreseeable future. I appreciate 
everyone's patience. I am reviewing guidelines from the province regarding opening 
the Clubhouse to members and will have more to report on that soon. The concerns 
are maintaining a constant level of cleanliness and accessing products to help 
members sanitize before and after using the Clubhouse. I hope everyone is doing 
well and staying safe.
Cory Boyer
Executive Officer
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Notable  Quotes.

Uganda President KAGUTA MUSEVENI warns against people misbehaving  during this COVID-19 period, 

"God has a lot of work, He has the whole world to look after. He cannot just be here in Uganda looking 

after idiots...". Below is his reported statement.

"In a war situation, nobody asks anyone to stay indoors. You stay indoors by choice. In fact, if you have 

a basement, you hide there for as long as hostilities persist. 

During a war, you don't insist on your freedom. You willingly give it up in exchange for survival. 

During a war, you don't complain of hunger. You bear hunger and pray that you live to eat again.

During a war, you don't argue about opening your business. You close your shop (if you have the time), 

and run for your life. You pray to  outlive the war so that you can return to your business (that's if it has 

not been looted or destroyed by mortar fire).

During a war, you are thankful to God for seeing another day in the land of the living.

During a war, you don't worry about your children not going to school.

You pray that the government does not forcefully enlist them as soldiers to be trained in the school 

premises now turned military depot.

The world is currently in a state of war. A war without guns and bullets. A war without human soldiers. A 

war without borders. A war without cease-fire agreements. A war without a war room. A war without 

sacred zones.

The army in this war is without mercy. It is without any milk of human kindness. It is indiscriminate - it 

has no respect for children, women, or places of worship. 

This army is not interested in spoils of war. It has no intention of regime change. It is not concerned 

about the rich mineral resources underneath the earth. It is not even interested in religious, ethnic or 

ideological hegemony. Its ambition has nothing to do with racial superiority. 

It is an invisible, fleet footed, and ruthlessly effective army.

Its only agenda is a harvest of death. It is only satiated after turning the world into one big death field. 

Its capacity to achieve its aim is not in doubt. Without ground, amphibious and aeriel machines, it has 

bases in almost every country of the world. 

Its movement is not governed by any war convention or protocol. In short, it is a law unto itself. It is 

Coronavirus. Also known as COVID-19 (because it announced its destructive presence and intention in 

the year of our Lord 2019).

Thankfully, this army has a weakness and it can be defeated. It only requires our collective action, 

discipline and forbearance. COVID-19 cannot survive social and physical distancing. It only thrives when 

you confront it. It loves to be confronted. It capitulates in the face of collective social and physical 

distancing. It bows before good personal hygiene. It is helpless when you take your destiny in your own 

hands by keeping them sanitized as often as possible.

This is not a time to cry about bread and butter like spoilt children.

After all, the Holy book tells us that man shall not live by bread alone. 

Let's obey and follow the instructions of the authorities.

Let's flatten the COVID-19 curve. 

Let's exercise patience. 

Let's be our brothers' keeper. In no time, we shall regain our freedom, enterprise and socializing."

In the midst of EMERGENCY, we practice urgency of service and the urgency of love for others 

God bless us all
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Whats New On The Lake?

The following is the water level forecast for Lake Nipissing and the French River as of Monday, April 27th, 

2020, as provided by Public Services and Procurement Canada (PSPC). The precipitation at the French 

River Dams station for the month of April was at 50.1% of the total monthly historical average. 

The following is the water level forecast for Lake Nipissing and the French River as of Monday, May 4th, 

2020, as provided by Public Services and Procurement Canada (PSPC). The precipitation at the French 

River Dams station for the month of April was at 80.1% of the total monthly historical average. 

Lake Nipissing

As of April 27th, 2020, the average water level of Lake Nipissing was 195.49 metres. A system starting 

Wednesday night through Thursday is expected to bring 30-40 mm of rain over most of the watershed. 

Temperatures are near average most of the week and then will be cooling down to below average after 

the weekend. Inflows are expected to increase briefly due to the rain, but are expected to drop quickly 

afterwards. The lake level is expected to climb by approximately 1 cm per day over the next few days. 

Further change in the lake level is dependent on the amount of inflows and precipitation.

As of May 4th, 2020, the average water level of Lake Nipissing was 195.69 metres. Inflows have 

increased significantly due to the weather system last week and the snowmelt in the northern parts of 

the watershed. A cold weather pattern is setting up for the week, and is expected to slow down inflows. 

The lake level is expected to climb by approximately another 15 cm over the week. Further change in the 

lake level is dependent on the amount of inflows and precipitation.

French River

At Dry Pine Bay, the river level on April 27th, 2020 was 181.65 metres, which corresponds to a flow of 

253 cubic metres per second. At Wolseley Bay, the river level was 187.27 metres, which corresponds to 

a flow of 223 cubic metres per second. Dam outflows will be further decreased this week as the long-

term forecasted inflows are expected to continue to decline. Flows on the French River are expected to 

continue to decline this week with the planned reduction in dam outflows. Further change in the river 

levels will be dependent on the amount of inflows and precipitation. 

At Dry Pine Bay, the river level on May 4th, 2020 was 181.43 metres, which corresponds to a flow of 208 

cubic metres per second. At Wolseley Bay, the river level was 187.07 metres, which corresponds to a 

flow of 177 cubic metres per second. Dam outflows will be increased slightly over the next couple of 

days as we approach the minimum navigation level on the lake. Flows on the French River are expected 

to increase slightly with the planned increase in dam outflows. Further change in the river levels will be 

dependent on the amount of inflows and precipitation.
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