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Important Dates
General Meeting  & Nov 21
CYBN Shareholders Mtg

Christmas Party  Dec 9

General Meeting  Jan 16

Executive Meeting 
Highlights 

• reviewed roles of Executive 
for new executive members

• discussed change over of 
keys and signing authority

• Work party was very 
successful

• discussed error in process for 
student Honorarium, but still 
going ahead

• Christmas Party details 
determined

• new Executive discussed 
some of their ideas they 
want to implement

• touched on budget for 2013

• discussed moving invoicing 
to an electronic format. Will 
still send paper copies to 
those who want it that way

2013 Executive

Congratulations to the new members 
of the Executive. We have some  
members new to the executive, some 
from the previous year’s exec and 
some who have returned from years 
past. 

We look forward to bringing you some 
new, as well as tried-and-true ideas. 

Thanks goes out to the past year’s 
executive for all their hard work. 

Christmas Party
Hard to believe it’s almost Christmas, but it’s that time again! This year’s 
Christmas Party will take place:

Sunday, Dec 9, starting at 3:00 p.m. 
Lynda is planning to have:

 A pot luck. She will provide the meat, you bring something else

 Gift exchange. If you bring one gift, receive one gift. If you and 
your mate bring 2 gifts, you will get 2 gifts. Options for gifts 
include cheese, wine, chocolate or something similar.

 A “trash & treasure” auction. Bring something wrapped that is 
tacky or you no longer use from home. Auction proceeds to 
Callander Food Bank

 A quiz, so bring your thinking cap and a pen!

Please Share

Have you shown this 
Soundings to your mate? 

Be sure to share this and 
other Soundings with 
them.  

Then they will know what’s 
going on and they might 
even join in!

http://www.nbyc.ca
http://www.nbyc.ca
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Soundings is a 
monthly newsletter for 
members of the North 
Bay Yacht Club. 
Monthly issues are sent 
to all members the first 
half of the month. The 
editor is Jill Faulkner. 

You can also download 
Soundings from the 
Yacht Club website at 
www.nbyc.ca. 

If you have any ideas 
for articles, pictures, or 
links, please email 
them to 
djmfaulkner@cogeco.ca

Grounds & Harbour 
Cleanup Day
A very successful work party was held on 
Sunday, November 4. We got lots done in 2½ 
hours. 

In total, 24 people attended to rake the 
property, put away pots & summer furniture, 
work on the mast crane, blow out the water 
lines, and put away the yellow boat.

Afterwards, there was soup, sandwiches and 
dessert for all, thanks to Lynda and her helpers.

A big thank you for a good job well done by all 
members who were there. And thanks to Lori 
Jamieson and Bill Stewart for organizing the 
day. 

Clubhouse

Smart Serve & Working the 
Bar
If you are interested in helping at the bar, there 
are 3 requirements before you do: 

1. A Smart Serve Certificate Number

2. An orientation to the cash register 

3. Working the bar with Lynda at least once

Please let Lynda O’Shea know (705-474-4283) 
if you are interested, so that she can make sure 
you have the training required. 

There is always a need for more volunteers to 
help at the bar! 

NBYC 
Executive
Commodore
Jill Faulkner

1st Vice Commodore 
Safety, Environment and 
Communications 
Norm Bailey

2nd Vice Commodore 
Cruising
Trevor Etches

Rear Commodore Grounds
Lori Jamieson

Sailing Commodore Racing
Alistair Greig

Executive Officer 
Clubhouse
Lynda O’Shea

Harbour Master
Bill Stewart

Treasurer
Lyette King

Secretary
Mike Nolan

Membership
Peggy O’Connor

Memberships
2013 Invoices
Since the majority of NBYC members 
are online, the Executive have 
decided to send invoices by email for 
the upcoming year. 

Don’t worry if you don’t have email, 
we will still mail them to you. 
However, if you do have email, but 
DO NOT want your invoice emailed, 
please contact Peggy O’Connor at 
poconnor2@sympatico.ca or call her 
at 705-752-4403 before December 1.

Doing this electronically will save us 
a lot of time and money and 
streamline the process. 

Cruising
Join Facebook Page
One suggestion to stay connected 
when anyone is going cruising in the 
summer, is through NBYC’s facebook 
page!

It’s a great way to know who’s 
going, when they’re going and where 
they’re going. 

You would use it just like the 
whiteboard in the clubhouse, but it 
will be virtual!

Could this be MacNabb’s anchorage after Hurricane Sandy?

http://www.nbyc.ca
http://www.nbyc.ca
mailto:djmfaulkner@cogeco.ca
mailto:djmfaulkner@cogeco.ca
mailto:poconnor2@sympatico.ca
mailto:poconnor2@sympatico.ca
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October 3, 2012

Happy Canadian Thanksgiving y’all. Tuesday, October 2 
was our last day on the Mississippi. 

We did 100 miles and past 18 tows pushing 15 to 20 
barges. One towboat can push a maximum of 15 loaded 
barges on the upper Mississippi River and the Illinois 
Waterway. That is the equivalent to a convoy of 870 semi 
trucks rolling down the highway, or a train pushing 225 
jumbo hopper cars.  

Once below St. Louis, the Mississippi River is naturally 
deep enough, so there is no need for locks and dams. 
Here a towboat typically pushes up to 40 to 60 barges 
per tow. Because of the low water, the most we saw was 
24 barges per tow. 

By the time we arrived at our anchorage the sun was 
setting. We anchored where the Ohio River runs into the 
Mississippi at the mileage 2. There are no anchorages or 
marinas between here and mile 102. Made for a very long 
day. If it wasn't for the current on the Mississippi we 
never could've done a hundred miles in one day. 

Took Wednesday off. On Thursday we headed up the 
Ohio River. The current was very strong so it took us 
eight hours to go 39 miles. 

We anchored in Metropolis in front of the casino and 
spent the afternoon watching for Superman. Couldn't find 
Superman, so we left and went 56 miles to Green Turtle 
Bay Marina, in Grand River, Kentucky at the end of the 
Cumberland River. 

This was the first place we could buy gas in 311 miles. 
Took about 100 gallons. Still had a spare hundred gallons 
if we had to go another 311 miles. 

We are on our second night here at Green Turtle Bay. 
Over 450 slips and they are all full. The plan is to head 
for the Barkley Canal tomorrow, go the two miles to the 
Tennessee River. We have been told there are lots of 
good anchorages on the Tennessee River, looking forward 
to sampling a few. Should feel like we are back on the 
French River. 

I would like to share some of the things that surprised me 
about this area:

‣ All of the Tow boat captains talk with deep southern 
accents, some so thick you have no idea what they 

are saying. But the ones you can understand are very 
kind and polite to each other.

‣ There are a lot of sand beaches along the Mississippi 
River. Knew about Mississippi mud, but never heard 
about the sand.

‣ All the locks on the Mississippi, Illinois, Ohio, 
Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers are free. 

‣ The lock staff were very nice and knowledge.

‣ Towboats and tugboat are both used to push barges, 
but are different.

‣ The Mississippi River has shadfly’s, go figure. 

Hugs, Jeannie and Don

October 24, 2012

Subject: Lick Creek, Tennessee. 

The MacNabb’s Great Loop Trip - Part 3 
Don & Jeannie MacNabb are taking a trip in their Campion 30 trawler from Georgian Bay down the Mississipi River. Here is 
the next installment from their trip.

Lock on Tennessee River Oct 24
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Three weeks since our last update and we are only 116 
miles south of Green Turtle Marina. 

When we left Green Turtle we took the Barkley Canal to 
the Tennessee River. We spent our first five night on the 
Tennessee at anchor. This area is a lot like the French 
River; lots of great little bays to spend the day exploring 
and peaceful nights for sleeping. Only thing they don't 
have is the wonderful clear water like the French. They tell 
me lots of folks swim in these waters but I have yet to talk  
myself into it. 

After our nights at anchor we needed to do a night at a 
marina. A night turned into a week at Pebble Isle Marina. 
The week rate was so great; $3.50 per foot, per week, 
couldn't resist. Also we are not in a hurry to get to the Gulf 
before Nov. 15th. 

They had wonderful southern hospitality, a loaner van to 
go to town, a state park right there for hiking, 
complementary hot cinnamon buns and coffee every week 

day morning and a new batch of loopers to meet every up 
with every day. At least 30 or more came and went while 
we were there. Everything from small sailboats to 50+ foot 
trawlers and powerboats of all sizes, even one PDQ. 

After the week we moved only ten miles to Birdsong 
Resort and Marina to spend three days with friends. Now 
our holidays are over and we are back to the business of 
looping. 

We went 25 miles today to Lick Creek. The current is 
stronger then we thought, but not as bad as the Ohio 
River, but we still lose about two miles an hour. Anything 
we gained on the Mississippi is long gone. 

But the weather has been summer like, in the 80's in the 
daytime and cool for sleeping at night. A lot less barges 
and only one lock at the start and one at the end where 
we go into the Black Warrior-Tombigbee Waterway. We 
should be there by the end of the week if all goes well. 

So lots to be grateful for. We are told once we are through 
that lock, the current runs south to the Gulf of Mexico. It is 
very hard to predict where we will be whenever; so many 
things can change one's plans. 

But for now things on Odyssey are going very well. Hope 
the same for you all.
Hugs Jeannie and Don

October 26,2012

Hi All, 

We are now in Mississippi, the state of Mississippi that is. 
We are only in Mississippi for a short while then we are in 
Alabama. 

We had a lock to get through today 
and it was the worst so far. Most of 
the locks along here only have a 
bollard, a post like thing, and you 
have to stand at the middle of the 
boat and put your rope around and 
hold it there. The lock today was 
55' deep and the water came in 
very fast and the bow, then the 
stern kept hitting the wall. 

I was glad to be pulling out of that 
one let me tell you. Also, the 
current got worse the closer we got 
to the lock and dam. By the time 
we were two miles from the lock 
we were doing less then 3 mph. 

Don had to keep raising the rpm to 
keep us moving forward. Once we 
locked through the Pickwick Lock 

the current is now in our favor, 
thank God. I thought I was going to have to get in and 
push. 

The weather has done a 180 here. Just think 82'F 
yesterday and maybe 50'F today. I had a nice hot shower 
when we got here. I love our little shower. Don is in there 
now. 

It looked like rain all morning but waited to do so once we 
were in the lock standing on the side of the boat holding 
on to the rope. It took a half hour to lock through. 
Needless to say, I was good and wet when I got back 
inside the boat, but with that auxiliary heater Don 

Shoreline Tennessee River Oct 25
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installed, that runs of the engine, it was nice 
and toasty inside the boat. 

This is our forth night at anchor and between 
the motor running for 5 or 6 hours a day and 
the solar panels we have everything we need to 
be very comfortable. We even watched a movie 
last night. Hope all is well with you. 

Hugs, Jeannie and Don

October 30, 2012

I think after seeing the mess Sandy made of 
the east coast, we are glad we are taking this 
route to Florida this year. 

We are now in Aberdeen, Mississippi, 358 miles 
from the Gulf of Mexico. I think the weather is 
starting to warm up. High tomorrow is 62'F but 
the night are still cool. 

We are in an area with lots of locks, three 
yesterday and three today. All were 30 feet going 
down, carrying us to the Mobile. 

We came into get gas at the Aberdeen Marina, $3.58 a 
gallon, best price so far. Needed about 100 gallons, have 
been waiting to get gas so we could fill up here. Well, as 
fate would have it the pump malfunctioned and they 
could only pump 10 gallons for us. They are supposed to 
get it fixed tomorrow but we will be gone on to the next 
place. We still have lot of gas, so no problem getting to 
the next marina. 

There are four other loopier boats here. We have been 
seeing a lot more down here then up north. Have been 
getting up in the dark to get an early start, with the three 
locks the past few days, it takes us a lot longer to go the 
25 or 30 miles. 

The water along is pretty shallow, we were supposed to 
anchor out tonight, but two of the other boats tried to get 
into the anchorage and ran aground. One got himself off 
but the other one had to call for a tow. Needless to say we 
thought better of it and stayed here at the marina. 

We are in a dry county, but the border to the next county 
is right across the parking lot. That county is not 
dry. There is a "Package Store" right at the border, right 
across the parking lot. It is one busy place. Hope you all 
have a very Happy Halloween and get and give lots of 
treats.

Lock on Tennessee River 
Oct 30

Lock on Tennessee River 
Oct 30

Tombigee River off Tennessee River Oct 31
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November 3, 2012

Hi All,

November!! Don't know where Sept. and Oct. went but here 
we are. 

We have been enjoying the TennTom waterway very much. 
Most days we only see one Tow and they only push three or 
four barges. There isn't a lot of current but what there is, is 
going our way. All the locks are descending and so they are a 
lot smoother then going up. All except two are just 30' drops. 

The waterway is twisty 
and narrow, so wind is 
not a problem. Some 
parts, the water is full of 
Water Hyacinth, they 
float on top of the water 
and are so thick in some 
places you look like you 
are boating in a floating 
garden. We overheard 
the one boater calling a 
marina asking how he 
was to get to the dock 
through the weeds. 
There are not a lot of 
towns or houses along 
the waterway, but it is 
lined with trees and 
small creeks cut off 
every now and then. 

There are lots of loopers 

in this section now; most days at least a dozen pass us. 
A lot are the same ones; we tend to be playing "leap 
frog". Today is 79'F and sunny, suppose to be like this 
till Sunday. 

Oh, I cannot forget to mention the White Cliffs of Epes, 
in Alabama. The first part of the waterway is in 
Tennessee but finishes in Alabama. We have another 
216 miles to go to the Gulf. 

Yesterday was a long day; 64 miles and a lock. The 
marinas and anchorages are few and far between. 
Hence, the long day. 

Today we only went 7 miles to Demopolis Marina, mm 
216.5, best gas price so far, $3.56 a gal. and wouldn't 
you know it, we only needed 28 gal. Bummer! 

We anchored out last night close to this marina so we 
would have a full day to do laundry, fill water tanks, 
hose down the boat, and have showers and shop. 

So it happened last night. I guess it was just a matter of 
time before it did, with the number of times we anchor. 
Just nicely tucked into bed, then big, bright lights flying 
around the cabin. We jumped out of bed and felt a little 
like a deer in the headlights. Don called the towboat 
captain and he said, “I don't know how you expect me 
to get this barge down this here Creek with yu'all 
anchored on the middle.” 

There was one other boat with us, a beautiful 37' Nordic 
Tug. So quick as a bunny, in the dark of night, Don 
hauled the anchor and moved us over to the side of the 

Creek. We called the 
beautiful Nordic Tug and 
invited him to raft off 
with us, as he didn't have 
a stern anchor. The rest 
of the night was perfect. 

This is a nice marina; 
need to go it is our turn 
for the loaner car. Life is 
good on the water.

Hugs, Jeannie and Don, 
aboard Odyssey

November 8, 2012

MacNabbs have arrived in 
Mobile, Alabama.

Small barge Tombigee River Nov 2

Don & Jeannie motoring along Nov 2


